Best Careers 2008 (2008 & b Wi~ **

Careers Title (1 | ) 060£2
1 Audiologist («::°f ) $64,500
5 (Béome:jlgay lElqum)ent Technician $53.300
3 Clergy (XAi31 ) $53,700

Curriculum / Training Specialist
4 (80 /+-1n ) $63,200
5 Dentist (A ) $120,864
6 Editor (* @) $56,200
7 Engineer (" Of ) $90,900
8 Firefighter (&l ) $55,000
9 Fundraiser(+n f3 ) $76,200
10 Genetic Counselor ( ,,1} ) $71,100
11 Ghostwriter ( n ) $61,000
12 Government manager ( 1% ) $97,900
13 Hairstylist / Cosmetologist (SAf / -rf ) $33,700
14 ?I!%h?aﬁgzcat;on Administrator $103,000
15 Investment Banker (<+é1 ) $258,000
16 Landscape Architect (S {af ) $64,200
17 Librarian (y ¥%Xb 1) $51,400
Locksmith / Security System Technician

18 7 /oedO-~It]¥ 3; $44,000
19 Management Consultant (% G} ) $138,000
20 Mediator (U §> ) $66,800
21 Occupational Therapist (ih i ) $63,900
22 Optometrist (i~ f ) $99,700
23 Pharmacist (*jf ) $99,100
24 Physician Assistant ( f 0 ) $83,800
25 Politician / Elected Official ( n ) $400,000
26  Professor (', ) $85,300
27 Registered Nurse (/YhS ) $60,400
28 School Psychologist (A% 0 ,n ) $62,600
29 Systems Analyst (O - %o € ) $91,000
30 Urban Planner (Y a%f ) $68,800
31 Usability / User Experience Specialist $98,800

(~ 40671 )
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§ US News and World Report (usnews.com)

Higher Education Administrator =1 |:

If you liked attending college, chances are you'll like working there,
too. Compared with most office environments, the surroundings are
beautiful, the atmosphere intellectually stimulating, and the work
hours more forgiving. For better or worse, there are lots of
management jobs on campus, because
university bureaucracies tend to be large,
from student affairs to
academic affairs, physical plant to student
health service.
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We take for granted our ability to button a shirt, use a computer, or
drive a car. But many people—injured adults, children born with
disabilities, elders beset by aging—cannot assume those skills. The
occupational therapist helps such people live as fully and
independently as possible. Thirty percent of OTs work in schools
helping, for example, autistic kids learn how to interact with other
children. The majority of OTs work in
hospitals or visit patients in their homes.
Most older adults wish to remain in their v/
homes as long as possible, so OTs often
help elders avoid long-term-care facilities.
This is a challenging career that's
best for creative, practical people who find
satisfaction in small successes.

Occupational Therapist
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School Psychologist .* id U

The job outlook for school psychologists should be strong.
Many are reaching retirement age. Plus, parents of children
with special needs are increasingly emboldened—and often
armed with lawyers threatening to sue school districts if
desired services are not provided. You are likely to follow
the school schedule and work just nine months of the year,
status is high, and the stress is manageable. Most school
psychologists also spend a lot of time assessing students
for special education, writing
individualized education plans,
and persuading parents and = &
teachers to sign off on them. § \‘J
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Urban Planner N+

Should a new stadium be built downtown? How can a
county reduce sprawl while providing appealing, affordable
housing? What should the city demand of a developer
who's pushing a new project? To address questions like
these, planners gorge themselves on data, conduct studies,
and hold public hearings. Before making a
recommendation, they'll end up wearing many hats: civil
engineer, architect, economist, budget analyst, sociologist,
and politician.
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Dentist 1,

Want a healthcare job in which you're self-
employed? Dentistry is one of the best paying. And
if the cost of opening a practice is daunting,

employment opportunities are increasing. Except for

the rare emergency, you'll have regular hours—
unlike doctors, who often work 60 hours a week or
more, including weekends. Dentistry blends art,
science, and people skills, a satisfying combination
for many career seekers. Another plus: You can live

virtually anywhere you want: Dentists are needed in urban, suburban,

and rural areas.
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Engineer 1A fi

How'd you like to design the next-generation iPhone? A better
pollution control device? Or a machine that would more quickly
decode a person's genome? Turnover is very low, although twice as
many women as men leave the profession. And there's strong
demand for engineers, who are among the highest-paid bachelor's-
level professionals.
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Genetic Counselor

For less than $1,000 and a saliva
sample, companies such as
decodeme.com and 23andme.com will
tell how your personal genome is likely
to affect you, for better or for worse.
Some 90 percent of genetic counselors
are satisfied with their job. Compared
with other healthcare professions, your
task is easier. You're not expected to cure difficult diseases but
merely to help a person explore options and provide support.
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Physician Assistant , i ... i

Don't confuse physician assistants with
medical assistants, who aren't qualified to do
much more than take your blood pressure.
Physician assistants do 80 percent of what
doctors do: conduct exams, diagnose
conditions, prescribe medications, even assist
in surgery. Plus training is much shorter than it
is for doctors, typically consisting of three
years, post-bachelor's.
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Professor 0

If you can land a tenure-track position at a four-year
institution, you'll enjoy many advantages. You'll get the
pleasure of teaching—but only six to 15 hours a week, so
you're unlikely to burn out. Most of the time, you'll do
research or write on a scholarly topic that interests you.
And in some specialties, you can pick up extra money by
consulting. Plus, after seven years, you get tenure—lifetime
job security.
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Usability / User Experience Specialist
p"z¢a¥- !

Usability specialists make sure that products, especially
technical ones, are easy and pleasurable to use. How?
First, they observe and interview potential users to identify
their needs and preferences. After a prototype is
developed, they watch and interview potentlal users again
and suggest revisions. The
number of new, complex
products is proliferating, and
many of them demand a
usability specialist.

e¢1nlzi""s "1 4o "y Me~ "I
drb1 4 -0 U9vCc °O 1Apné
1%%-oloe 1 "U «° 13b99d 2 1 ™
— °: ™[ "1 E "YAbe 1nl6V -



